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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Kids Who Care Announces Chefs and Other Details for This Year’s “Cookin’ for Kids”
Ten Year Anniversary Event Benefits Kids Who Care
FORT WORTH, TX – Kids Who Care, a non-profit international theatre organization based in Fort Worth, has announced this year’s Cookin’ for Kids chef lineup and other details for its annual benefit event. 
Eleven top area chefs will compete in this year’s Tenth Anniversary Cookin’ for Kids, an event some call “The Iron Chef of Fort Worth”:
· Frederic Angevin, Four Seasons in Las Colinas

· Jon Bonnell, Bonnell’s Fine Texas Cuisine in Fort Worth

· Deb Cantrell, Brownie Points, Personal Chef in Fort Worth

· Terry Chandler, Fred’s Texas in Fort Worth

· Hui Chuan, Hui Chuan Sushi, Sake & Tapas in Fort Worth
· Mario Jasso, El Paseo & Tres Joses in Fort Worth 

· Franson Nwaeze, Chef Point Café in Watauga

· Dena Peterson, Café Modern in Fort Worth

· Denise Paul Shavandy, Spice in Fort Worth

· Michael Thomson, Michael’s in Fort Worth

· Charles Youts, The Classic Café in Southlake

“Cookin’ for Kids is the single largest fundraiser for Kids Who Care each year, and this event would not be possible without the support of these fabulous chefs and our many generous sponsors, participants and volunteers,” said Kris Davis Leitzman, the chairperson for the Tenth Anniversary Cookin’ for Kids benefit. “It’s sure to be an evening of culinary adventure and good-natured fun to support an important local arts treasure.”

Kids Who Care’s mission is to produce confident, caring and creative kids through musical theatre education, performance and leadership training. All proceeds from Cookin' for Kids benefit Kids Who Care and help provide scholarships, youth leadership training and other support that makes Kids Who Care arts education available to children in our community and beyond.
Every year during Cookin’ for Kids, a local celebrity/VIP is paired with a top area chef and the chef/celebrity teams compete in a race against time to create the night’s winning plates. Each team creates two plates – one for the judges and another to be auctioned off to the evening’s highest bidder.

Local celebrities and VIPs participating in this year’s Cookin’ for Kids include Jose Fegahli, Van Cliburn gold medalist; Sonny Burgess, country singer and Country Music Hall of Fame member; Jim Austin, co-founder of the Cowboys of Color Museum and Hall of Fame; Victor Boschini, Chancellor of TCU; Joseph Vincelli, jazz saxophonist; David Mallette, former executive director of the Texas Ballet for many years; Flora Maria Garcia, president of the Tarrant County Arts Council and Dave Lieber, columnist with the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Joseph Vincelli and Nancy Payton, originators of the Cookin’ for Kids event ten years ago, will serve as honorary chairs.

Fort Worth eateries and wineries will also offer tasting stations in support of Kids Who Care, including Piranha Killer Sushi, The Covey Restaurant & Brewery, My Martini Wine & Bistro, Paciugo Ice Cream, Hui Chuan, Chef Point Café, El Paseo/Tres Joses, Brownie Points, Mellow Mushroom, Margarita Express and more. During the VIP pre-party, The Covey will provide a specially brewed beer, and My Martini will provide a signature martini.
The Cookin’ for Kids event will also feature live entertainment by the Kids Who Care Resident Company and silent, big board and live auctions.  Live auction items include vacation accommodations in Akumal, Mexico, a tasting with master distiller at Jack Daniels in Tennessee, Southwest Airlines tickets and a private concert with a Van Cliburn finalist (private concert auctioned during VIP pre-party only). 
The 10th Anniversary Cookin’ for Kids benefit event will take place on Sunday, March 4, 2007 at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center, located in the heart of the Fort Worth Cultural District on the corner of Montgomery and Lancaster, at 1300 Gendy Street. The VIP party begins at 4:30 p.m., and doors open for the main event at 5:00 p.m. VIP tickets are $100, and main event-only tickets are $50. All proceeds benefit Kids Who Care. For tickets, please contact 817.737.5437.

About Kids Who Care

The non-profit, Fort Worth-based international theatre organization KIDS WHO CARE seeks to produce confident and creative kids through leadership training, musical theatre education and performance. The organization began in 1987 under the direction of Deborah Jung, moved to the Scott Theatre in 1989 and has evolved into the non-profit Kids Who Care corporation it is today. Kids Who Care offers professional musical theatre classes, camps, a Resident Company, performances and more. The core values of the organization include: excellence in artistic development, artistic integrity of kids, leadership roles for kids, financial and cultural diversity and ensemble production. For more information, please visit www.kidswhocare.org.
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